Teacher:			V. Wellington; K. Blair
Weeks 1 -2 
Date:				September 14 – 25, 2020
Grade/Class:			11A/11G 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Subject:			Literature – Prose Fiction (The Short Story)
Lesson Topic:	Introduction to Prose Fiction; The Unseen Paper (The Prose Extract)
Subtopic: 			The Unseen Paper (The Prose Extract); 
“The Day the World Almost Came to an End”

General Objectives:		This lesson aims to:
· develop students’ knowledge and understanding of the nature of the prose fiction and their competence in analyzing a prose passage

Specific Objectives: 		Students should be able to:
i. Watch a video to get a better understanding of prose
ii. Take notes from these videos
iii. write answers to questions set on a prose extract (past paper)
iv. read the story “The Day the World Almost Came to an End”
v. correctly identify elements of the short story using a table
vi. Orally discuss nature and effectiveness of the elements of this short story

Materials: 	YouTube videos; English B CSEC Past Paper (Paper 1), May 2016;  A World of Prose for CSEC (New Edition), 

ACTIVITY:
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete the following activities and send your responses by email to your teacher. You may type your responses in a Word document or type them in the body of your email.  You may also write the assignment in your notebook and send a picture of the response by email. 

For Week 1 (September 14 – 18)
1. Follow the links below and watch the YouTube videos to learn something about prose and prose fiction. Take notes of what you learnt. (You do not need these notes to your teacher): 
· “Major forms of Prose” by Mometrix Academy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIjcsCIBVkU&t=45s&ab_channel=MometrixAcademy 
· “Basic Elements of Prose Fiction” by Auya Solomon https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhVy3TOe59w&t=8s&ab_channel=AyuaSolomon 

2. Read the documents at the end of this activity sheet for more information on prose fiction, and the short story in particular. 

3. Read the prose extract from the CSEC past paper at the end of the document. Answer the questions these questions set on it:

a) Identify the setting of the extract  (1 mark)
b) Suggest two reasons why the narrator wanted to sing the solo at the annual entertainment. (2 marks)
c) Describe the central conflict in the extract. (3 marks)
d) State TWO characteristics of the narrator. Support EACH response with evidence from the extract. (4 marks)
e) Identify the literary device used in “petite, pretty and as pious as angeks in our prayer books” (lines 10 – 11) and comment on its effectiveness. (3 marks)
f) Discuss the writer’s use of contrast in the extract. ( 4marks)’
g) Suggest ONE reason why the writer included Mr. Charlie’s response to the narrator’s performance. Support your response with evidence from the extract. (3 marks)


Week 2 (September 21 – 25)

1. Read the story “The Day the World Almost Came to an End” in A World of Prose and complete the following: 
a) Use the table below to help you correctly identify the elements of the short story
	Plot (summary)
	Conflict
	Resolution of conflict
	Main characters
	Point of View
	Point of view
	Themes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



2. Answer the following questions on the short story “The Day Almost Came to an End”
a) Why was the girl narrator so scared that the world was coming to an end?
b) Why was the church referred to as the “axis” of the village (what does this expression mean)?
c) What was her cousin’s name and what had she done to upset the narrator at the beginning of the story?
d) How old is the narrator? 
e) What were the sins she was concerned she would burn for?
f) What is the narrator’s relationship with her father? How can you tell?
g) What is ironic about the narrator’s response to the world coming to an end? 
h) What was it that caused the narrator to go running around the plantation at night? What was really happening?
i) How does the narrator show growth at the end of the story?



PAPER 1 Activity
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NOTES

Prose Fiction: The Short Story and the Novel

What is a short story?
“A short story is a brief work of prose fiction, and most of the terms for analyzing the component elements [i.e. plot, character, setting, point of view, theme, style], the types, and the narrative techniques of the novel are applicable to the short story as well… And as in the novel, the plot may be comic, tragic, romantic, or satiric; the story is presented to us from one of many available points of view; and it may be written in the mode of fantasy, realism or naturalism.” (Richard Gill, 2010, p.331)

What is a novel?
“The term “novel” is now applied to a great variety of writings that have in common only the attribute of being extended works of fiction written in prose. As an extended narrative, the novel is distinguished from the short story and from the work of middle length called the novelette; its magnitude permits a greater variety of characters, greater complication of plot (or plots), ampler development of milieu, and more sustained exploration of character and motives than do the shorter, more concentrated modes.” (Gill, 2010, p. 226)

Difference between the short story and the novel:
“The short story differs from the novel in the dimension that Aristotle called ‘magnitude’, and this limitation of length imposes differences both in the effects that the story can achieve and on the elaboration of the elements to achieve those effects…We can say that, by large, the short story writer introduces a limited number of persons, cannot afford the space for a leisurely analysis and sustained development of character, and cannot develop a dense and detailed milieu as does the novelist.  The author often begins the story close to, or even on the verge of, the climax, minimizes both prior exposition and details of the setting, keeps the complications down, and clears up the denouement quickly – sometimes in a few sentences.  The central incident is often selected to manifest as much as possible of the protagonist’s life and character, and details are devised to carry maximum import fro the development of the plot.  This sparseness in the narrative often gives the artistry in a good short story higher visibility that the artistry in the more capacious and loosely structured novel.” (Gill, 2010, p. 331- 332)  Hence the short story has more in common with a poem, than a novel.

The differences outlined:
· The short story has only one plot.  The novel has two or more.
· The short story focuses on one or two major characters.  The novel has many major and minor characters.
· The time frame in a short story is condensed to a day or just a few days.  The time frame in the novel can cover any time span – up to several years.
· The short story normally has one main setting.  The novel has many settings besides the main setting.
· Since the short story is limited in time, there is not much change in the characters or change occurs rapidly.  In the novel the characters grow and changed more slowly and are more complex.
· The artistry in a short story is more apparent than in a novel.
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SECTION C - PROSE FICTION

Read the following extract carefully and answer ALL the questions that follow.

[ fervently wished, on the morning of the tryouts, that my hair was not arranged in cornrows
across the top of my head. That morning the Parish Hall was empty of chairs and flooded with
sunlight streaming in from the many doors which reached from ceiling to polished floor. Faded
red curtains were drawn across the stage, below which stood the upright piano, at which Sister

5 Mary Ursula sat, singing the song our class was to perform in the annual school entertainment.

I wanted to be the girl who would sing the solo, up front, near the footlights. In my mind, I
heard myself singing. My mother’s pale, oval face would glow with pride and my father’s dimples
would deepen in his brown cheeks.

That morning Sister Ursula’s voice planted inspiration in my heart, and I raised my hand

10 to compete for the solo with Merrie Mercer. She was petite, pretty, and as pious as the angels in

our prayer books. Her voice was melodious and so soft, I could hardly hear the words over the

sound of the piano. “And in every shop window, I’d primp passing by.” she sang, patting her

thick, glossy curls. On the final note, she held out one end of her navy skirt and made a quick
curtsy, like a genuflection. The class applause was long and enthusiastic.

15 When it was my turn, I stood stiff and straight with my hands clenched at my sides, as
though I was about to sing the colony’s anthem before a crowd of thousands. I wanted to sing
with lightness and gaiety as Sister Ursula had done earlier that morning. I couldn’t. I thought of
my parents who might get a seat at the rear of the hall, and I sang as loudly and as sincerely as I
could. The girls fidgeted. Some yawned or looked through the doorway at Mr Charlie, our aged

20 janitor, leaning on his broom, gazing at me, and sympathy in his rheumy eyes. “You should have
known better,” he seemed to say. Josie Hale, the oldest girl in the class, covered her mouth as
though to keep from laughing.

Adapted from Zee Edgell, “The Entertainment.”
In Elizabeth Nunez and Jennifer Sparrow (eds),
Caribbean Women Writers at Home and Abroad,
Seal Press, 2006, pp. 95-97.

(a) Identify the setting of the extract.

(1 mark)

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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